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TAGS: PINT GH 

SUB J : GOG NERVOUSNESS INCREASED BY NIGERIAN COUP 

1. BITS OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US, AUGMENTED BY THE EVER ACTIVE 
ACCRA RUMOR MILL, INDICATE AN INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF NERVOUSNESS 
WITHIN THE GHANIAN GOVERNMENT, ALREADY SOMEWHAT JITTERY AS THE 
RESULT OF THE REACTIONS TO THE AUSTERITY BUDGET. WHILE NONE OF THE 
REPORTS WE HAVE ARE FULLY SUBSTANTIATED THERE IS SUFFICIENT 
SUBSTANCE COLLECTIVELY TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE NIGERIAN COUP HAS 
HAD AT LEAST A PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT HERE. 

2. IT IS RELIABLY REPORTED THAT MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AND SPECIAL 
BRANCH ARE KEEPING A VERY CLOSE EYE ON SUSPECTED SOURCES OF DISCONTEN 
T 

BOTH WITHIN THE MILITARY AND IN THE CIVILIANSECTIOR AND THAT SOME 
MILITARY STAFFS HAVE BEEN PLACED ON PARTIAL ALERT. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THERE IS GRUMBLING AND DISSIDENCE WITHIN THE MILITARY ITSELF. 

3. WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT COLONEL BERNASKO HAS SUBMITTED HIS 
RESIGNATION AS COMMISSIONER TO COCOA AFFAIRS, ALTHOUGH THE LETTER 
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PREDATED THE NEWSOF THE NIGERIAN COUP. BERNASKO HAS NOT BREN 
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PLEASED WITH HIS 'DEMOTION" FROM AGRICULTURE TO THE NEWLY FORMED 
COCOA MINISTRY AND HAS NOT PULLED ON WELL WITH COMMANDER ADDO, 
HEAD OF COCOA MARKETING BOARD. HE IS THE BEST EDUCATED AND ONE 
OF THE MOST COMPETENT AND LEAST CORRUPT OF THE LACKLUSTER NRC AND 
BELONGS TO THE FANTI ARISTOCRACY FROM CAPE COAST. 

ACHEAMPONG HAS NOT ACCEPTED RESIGNATION AND APPARENTLY IS BEING 
FED REPORTS THAT BERNASKO MAY BE THE LEADER OF DISSIDENT GROUP. 

LESS LIKELY, BUT POSSIBLE, IS REPORT THAT CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF 
OKAI IS ALSO CONSIDERING RESIGNATION. HE, LIKE BERNASKO, IS FREE 
FROM ALLEGATIONS OF CORRUPTION AND COULD BE PLANNING TO JUMP SHIP 
TO KEEP HIMSELF FREE FROM GENERALIZED CHARGES OF CORRUPTION AND 
INCOMPETENCE SHOULD A COUP TAKE PLACE. MORE IN THE RUMOR STAGE 
ARE REPORTS TO INVOLVEMENT OF FORMER NLC MEMBER GENERAL OCRAN AND 
CURRENT WORKS AND HOUSING COMMISSIONER KOTEI. REPORTS OF EWE 
"PLOTTING" ALSO CONTINUE. ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE COLONEL SELORMEY. 
COMMISSIONER FOR HEALTH, HAS BEENASKED TO RESIGN FOLLOWING A SPEECH 
LAST WEEK AT CAPE COAST WHICH APPEARED TO ACHEAMPONG TO BE CRITICAL 
OF THE NRC. THE SOURCE ADDS THAT SELORMEY HAS REFUSED TO RESIGN. 
ANOTHER SOURCE REPORTED SELORMEY WAS NOT ASKED TO RESIGN BUT WAS 
CENSURED BY THE ARMED FORCES ADVISORY BOARD FOR PUBLICLY 
CRITICIZING THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. GRUMBLING ABOUT THE BUDGET AND ABOUT SHORTAGES OF IMPORTED ITEMS 
CONTINUES AND IS EVIDENT AT ALL LEVELS. LOWER INCOME GROUP IS 
SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY SUCH ITEMS AS 25 PERCENT INCREASE IN TRANSPORT 
FARES AND DECREASING REAL INCOME AS INFLATION PROCEEDS. UPPER 
LEVELS ARE HIT BY INCREASE IN INCOME TAX AVERAGING 8 TO 10 PERCENT. 
ACHEAMPONG IS REPORTEDLY LOOKING FOR SCAEGOAT FOR BUDGET (IN 
WHICH SOME MINOR CONCESSIONS MAY BE MADE) AND MAY HAVE SELECTED 
KWAME DONKOR FORJWOR, SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR FINANCE (AND DE FACTO 
COMMISSIONER FOR FINANCE) TO GET AXE. 

5. MALAISE, INDECISIONA DN INDECISIVENESS, OF WHICH THE EMBASSY 
HAS REPORTED EARLIER, CONTINUE ANDAFFECT BOTH GOVERNMENTAL 
MACHINERY AND POPULATION. SLOGANS ARE GIVEN AND PLANS ANNOUNCED 
BUT IMPLEMENTATION REMAINS SHORT SUIT. 

6. WE CANNOT PREDICT OUTCOME BUT SUSPECT POSSIBILITY OF SOME 
CHANGE IS SOMEWHAT HIGHER THAN IT HAS BEEN. CHANGE, SHOULD IT 
OCCUR, COULD TAKE FORM OF GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING AS IN NIGERIA, 
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BUT ARRANGEMENT WITH SOME DROPPING OUT AND OTHERS BEING ADDED 
SEEMS MORE LIKELY. 
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